ALDERLEY EDGE COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Policy No  23 – English


POLICY FOR ENGLISH (including EGPS Guidelines)

Rationale

It is a legal requirement for all children of compulsory school age in maintained schools to study English.  This policy has been drawn up to ensure full coverage of this subject within our school curriculum following the National Curriculum, with an emphasis on planned, purposeful and well directed teaching and learning.
Purpose
The purpose of the policy is to ensure that the staff recognise the wide range of experiences that this subject has to offer.

Curriculum

English is an important part of the school's own curriculum. Through the teaching of English the school will be teaching the core skills which are central to the school's curriculum known as the core drivers.
Our core drivers underpin our curriculum and are our intent that will enable us to shape the curriculum around the needs and wants of our school and the children.

· Academic Excellence – our curriculum strives for excellence. We know that only our best is good enough and we work hard to maximise progress in learning for all children regardless of their starting points— academic, social and emotional, so that they can be the best they can be and make a positive difference to themselves and others in their community.

· Life Long Learning – our curriculum allows children to develop learning skills: readiness to learn, resilience, reflectiveness and resourcefulness to be the best learners they can be so that they are prepared for the challenges we will face.

· Possibilities and Risks – our curriculum allows children to explore what is possible to be achieved when they identify goals based on consideration of people as unique individuals, with their own passions and ideas. We challenge children to extend their boundaries and develop independence. 

· Social Intelligence  – our children learn how to appreciate and respect differences and celebrate the richness of the diversity in our community and beyond, recognising all the benefits that this brings.

.
Guidelines/Principles
The general principles on which the English curriculum is based are that:

· The National Curriculum is the core curriculum for English.
· The Alderley Edge Curriculum is used for teaching. This encompases the statutary requirements from the National Curriculum2014. This has been broken down to cover 7 strands of literacy under the titles Writing, Grammar, Handwriting and Presentation, Reading, Poetry, Literacy Genres, and Speaking and Listening.

· Children should be involved in a wide range of activities to help them gain confidence and develop competence in speaking and listening especially within shared reading and shared writing activities
· Children will have access to a wide range of good quality texts and interactive materials to promote interest across all genres. Some of these texts are introduced via “Literacy Counts” Units of work and are included in each year group in school.
· Through flexible teaching all children’s needs can be met using the progression strands to track forwards and backwards as appropriate
· Children should have opportunities to practise skills which can be developed through purposeful use in other areas of the curriculum
· 
Children should be given opportunities to write in different contexts and for a wide range of audiencesChildren should pay attention to the shape, sound and spelling of words and appreciate the importance of using punctuation correctly supported by the Read, Write, Inc programme in use throughout the school, primarily at Foundation Stage and KS1 and as intervention and support at Key Stage 2
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Children should be encouraged to develop a well crafted style of cursive handwriting

The National Curriculum breaks Literacy into four key areas. 
Spoken Language 

The national curriculum for English reflects the importance of spoken language in pupils’ development across the whole curriculum – cognitively, socially and linguistically. (National Curriculum 2014) Children's speech develops through listening. In the early years of school the importance of good listening habits must be fostered. We recognise that the spoken language underpins the development of reading and writing. Clearly listening skills develop alongside speaking skills. Through teacher and peer intervention pupils are led to a greater precision in speaking and to the ability to respond appropriately to other speakers in a variety of group situations.  They learn to understand and respond to instructions on questions of increasing complexity, to justify choices, recognise alternative viewpoints and clarify ideas. Children should develop the ability to explain their understanding of literature and also verbally prepare their ideas before they write. Thinking aloud allows children opportunities to go beyond the here and now to think in abstractions and plan in the future. Words are used for real life purposes and for imaginative and collaborative play.  Above all the children recognise speech as a means of learning about our world and communicating with each other. Throughout our teaching, we will use the objectives set out in the National Curriculum  and Read, Write, Inc programme to develop speaking and literacy skills.

Reading

It is essential that teaching focuses on developing pupils’ competence in both dimensions (decoding and comprehension); different kinds of teaching are needed for each. (National Curriculum 2014)We acknowledge that the decoding process begins with the recognition that print conveys meaning and is developed through an expanding sight vocabulary. It is our policy to introduce reception class children to reading through a synthetic phonetic approach using Read, Write Inc, the recognition of high frequency words and early reading books following the recommendations relating to best practice in the Rose Report. New readers are to be taught to blend in order to read new words and segment words in order to spell. The report makes clear the two dimensions of reading ‘decoding’ and ‘comprehension’. These two dimensions are represented in the new conceptual framework ‘the simple view of reading’ – as word recognition processes and language comprehension processes.

The appreciation of all books is encouraged through an environment that acknowledges the quality of good literature. Illustrations provide starting points for discussions. Talking about stories and poems begins the process of critical appreciation, which  continues through an ever widening range of reading experiences to a point where the child is able to deduce and infer meanings which are beyond the literal.

The emphasis is now firmly upon a critical appreciation of an increasingly wide variety of narrative, prose and verse and high order reading skills of prediction, comparison and evaluation are actively taught.  This is done through both shared, guided and independent reading. All children in school have access to home reading books allocated via reading schemes. All children accessing RWI phonics are provided with a RWI book bag book that links directly to their phonic ability. Children who no longer work on RWI phonics then progress on to book banded books and this continues throughout KS2. Children are also encouraged to take “free” reading books to enjoy alongside book banded books.
When the child is a fluent reader, it must not be assumed that he or she can effectively access information in reference books.  The development of information sources and an awareness and ability to use the systematic organisation of reference material is encouraged in this school, through the use of lending through the school library which is accessible to all.  We seek to foster in our children an appreciation of literature in all its forms.  We aim to put before them stories from many cultures, rich and varied poetry and a wide variety of fiction and non fiction so that they may develop their reading skills and a love of books. Teachers will ensure that books continued to be shared and read to their class to encourage reading for enjoyment and ensure that access to challenging books is open to all. 
Writing

It is essential that teaching develops pupils’ competence in these 2 dimensions (transcription and composition). In addition, pupils should be taught how to plan, revise and evaluate their writing. (National Curriculum 2014)
Structured and sensitive teaching is essential if the child's development as a writer is to thrive.  Children are taught transcription skills in the Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 through the Read Write Inc phonics program.Children in Year 2 onwards are taught spelling rules using the No Nonsense Spelling programme. 
This is a flexible programme that ensures that the teaching and learning of spellings is an integral and engaging part of English lessons. In order to develop the composition element of writing children are encouraged to write for a wide variety and range of purposes, whilst the teachers aim to respond positively to the content of what is written.  Peers are encouraged to participate actively in the editing and redrafting of each others' work.  Attention is given to the shape, sound and spelling of words and the child must learn to appreciate the importance of using punctuation correctly.  
As they grow in skill and competence the children begin to realise that there are specific writing styles for specific tasks eg letter writing, poems, scientific writing etc.  Whilst the surface features of writing are important, and must be taught systematically, they are not an end in themselves. It must be recognised that what a child has to say matters ultimately more than how it is presented, and that there is a joy in producing the written word, which is right for its purpose and which exactly conveys feeling and meaning.  
Children will be taught the appropriate grammar rules as outlined in the whole school curriculum document for English.In this document the skills for each year group are clearly listed. These skills will be taught through warm up literacy games as well as embedded as objectives in English lessons. Through the process of learning to write, children are supported through shared and guided writing activities 
Spellings will be taught in Reception and Year 1 using phonetic skills during RWI phonics sessions which complies with both the EYFS and English National Curriculum. Children in years 2-6 will be taught spelling using the “No Nonsense” spelling scheme. All additional schemes cover skills to be acquired in each year group as per the whole school curriculum document. 
Teachers will choose a set spelling pattern per week and a homework activity will be sent home for children to apply this spelling pattern. Set spelling lists will not be sent home as there is no evidence to suggest that rote learning lists of works will impact spelling standards, however words from the statutory spelling list for each year group will be shared each week. Children will be tested on applying spelling patterns, and the given statutory/high frequency words  weekly.
Children in years 1-4 will be tested on 8 spellings a week, linked to the spelling pattern and statutory word lists, and will be awarded one mark per correct spelling pattern.

Chidlren in years 5 -6 will be tested on 10 spellings a week, linked to the spelling pattern and statutory word lists, and will be awarded 2 marks for each word; one for the full correct spelling of the word and one for the correct spelling pattern applied. 

Spelling marks will be recorded weekly and monitored by the Literacy Lead to ensure children causing concern are identified early and supported as required. Adaptions to the way these children are supported and tested will be made depending on their need. 
Assessment and Monitoring 

(a) In line with our school Assessment Policy Literacy is assessed termly in reading and writing . Data is collected on Classroom monitor, and analysed during termly meetings between the class teacher and a member of the SLT Curriculum group. 
(b) Reading  Early reading is assessed according to the teacher developed curriculum and and at the end of the year against the ELG’S.  In KS1 and KS2, teacher assessment is supported national expectations for each year group. 
(c) Phonics tracking  This is done half termly for all children on the Read, Write, Inc programme. In Years 3 – 6 children are tested using the SWST test on a termly basis. Phonics is taught and assessed based on ability.Children in year 1 are assessed against the statutory Phonics Screening check. 

(d) Assessment of English in the Foundation Stage This follows the EYFS curriculum  aiming towards enabling children to meet the “Expected” standard at the end of the year and progress in ongoing and is evidenced in childrens individual curriculum books.
(e) All data for EYFS, KS1 and KS2 for reading and writing is stored electronically and progress monitored on a termly basis. 
(f) Moderation of Writing All class teachers take part in moderation with schools locally ran by an external moderator two to three times yearly to share work, best practise and agree on writing standards and expectations for their year group. As well as this process, staff take part in internal moderation and peer moderation at the end of the school year. 
Conclusion

English is one of the core subjects of the National Curriculum and as such this school is committed to giving the subject its due weight and attention.  This school acknowledges the importance of teaching the curriculum  to include all children’s needs in order to facilitate maximum teaching and learning opportunities.  

Good literacy teaching reflects the ability to improve and refine what is already in place, remove the constraints for the teacher to enable them to develop a flexible approach to children’s needs. There should be a process of review, teach, practise, apply and evaluate underpinning all planning and delivery of the curriculum..
“Children learn better when they are excited and engaged – but what excites and engages them best is truly excellent teaching”

quote from Excellence and Enjoyment: A strategy for primary schools (ref 0377-2003)
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