ALDERLEY EDGE COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Guidelines for Policy 41

A POLICY FOR SCIENCE

Rationale

What is Science?

‘Science is an integral part of modern culture. It stretches the imagination and creativity of young people. Its challenges are quite enormous,’- Professor Malcolm Longair.

‘The joy of discovery is certainly the liveliest that the mind of man can ever feel,’ – Claude Bernard.  (1813-78)

Science is a body of knowledge built up through the testing and investigating of ideas. Science is also a methodology, a practical way of finding reliable answers to questions we may ask about the world around us.

Science Intent 

Our Science curriculum aims to engage and give children an opportunity to experience awe and wonder within science and to want to be curious about the world around them. We want them to make sense of the world by using scientific enquiry skills. Through our progressive framework, children will develop knowledge of scientists and take part in science events. Concepts taught should be reinforced by focusing on the key features of scientific enquiry, so that pupils learn to use a variety of approaches to answer relevant scientific questions. Alongside developing their scientific skills, pupils will develop a strong sense of how science shapes many everyday things and how Science and STEM will impact on their future.
Core Drivers - ALPS

Our core drivers underpin our curriculum and are our intent that will enable us to shape the curriculum around the needs and wants of our school and the children.

· Academic Excellence – our curriculum strives for excellence. We know that only our best is good enough and we work hard to maximise progress in learning for all children regardless of their starting points— academic, social and emotional, so that they can be the best they can be and make a positive difference to themselves and others in their community.

· Life Long Learning – our curriculum allows children to develop learning skills: readiness to learn, resilience, reflectiveness and resourcefulness to be the best learners they can be so that they are prepared for the challenges we will face.

· Possibilities and Risks – our curriculum allows children to explore what is possible to be achieved when they identify goals based on consideration of people as unique individuals, with their own passions and ideas. We challenge children to extend their boundaries and develop independence. 

· Social Intelligence  – our children learn how to appreciate and respect differences and celebrate the richness of the diversity in our community and beyond, recognising all the benefits that this brings.

Implementation
The school uses ‘White Rose Science,’as a core scheme of work. This is used to support medium and short term planning, teachers may also use other schemes to enrich their teaching.

https://whiteroseeducation.com/resources/science/primary 
Through Science teaching in our school we aim to:

· Deliver the National Curriculum Science 2014 in ways which are imaginative and explorative. 

‘A high-quality science education provides the foundations for understanding the world through the specific disciplines of biology, chemistry and physics…essential aspects of the knowledge, methods, processes and uses of science…. Through building up a body of key foundational knowledge and concepts, pupils should be encouraged to recognise the power of rational explanation and develop a sense of excitement and curiosity about natural phenomena.’

·  Deliver our Science curriculm in planned topic blocks. 

· Build upon the knowledge and skill development of the previous years.
· Involve problem solving opportunities that allow children to apply their knowledge, and find out answers for themselves.
· Encourage to ask their own questions and be given opportunities to use their scientific skills and research to discover the answers.

· Encourage and challenge children to develop positive attitudes to Science, forstertering their curiosity of the world around them.
· Make, develop and enhance links between Science and other subjects.
· Develop the understanding and use of Scientific language, recording and techniques.
· Enable children to become effective communicators of scientific ideas, facts and  data.
· Enable children to develop their skills of co-operation through working with others.

· Encourage children to treat the living and non-living environment with respect and sensitivity

· Develop the skills needed for investigation – observing, measuring, predicting, hypothesising, experimenting, communicating and interpreting.
· Ensure pupils are equipped with the scientific knowledge required to understand the uses and implications for science, today and for the future and how scientific ideas have played a critical role in society. 
· Identify and develop each child’s Science Capital 
Staff at the school were involved in the development of our Scientific Principles

These posters are on display on the working wall in science and referred to throughout the coverage of each science topic
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Guidelines
There is a guide to the Science curriculum (see Appendix). Children benefit from the school's curriculum plan.  All children will have Quality First Teaching and, within our science scheme of work, there is scope for diversity, extension and individuality within the classroom context to allow all children maximise their full potential and consistently achieve highly from their starting points. Clear procedures for teaching and learning Science are in place.

Clear lines for monitoring Science education are in place [see school's policy on 'Monitoring Standards'].

Parental Input (Including Homework)

Parental input is highly valued and parents are invited and welcomed into school to share their own expertise with the children. Children will receive science homework based on their current topic on a half-termly basis. 
Conclusion
Science is treated as a core curriculum subject and the National Curriculum in Science provides a framework, around which we create a scheme of work which takes into account the needs of our children, set within the context of our school and its mission statement. 

‘Science is about the process, not the conclusion.’ Stephen Novella

Review Cycle – every 3 years

Next review – March 2027
Guidelines to Support the Teaching of Science

Planning

Science is a core subject in the National Curriculum, where the fundamental skills, knowledge and concepts are delivered through the specific disciplines of  biology, chemistry and physics with working scientifically underpinning all these areas.
Reception classes are taught the required science elements of the Foundation Stage document through cross curricular themes.

Planning is a process in which all teachers are involved to ensure that the school delivers full coverage of the National Curriculum (2014)

All science lessons have focussed learning objectives, clear differentiation and success criteria to ensure pupils make at least good progress.

In foundation Stage there is  a clear focus on developing an aspect of children ‘Understanding the world’ through a science enquiry activity. To enable children to explore ideas in a variety of ways there are activities that support progress to the other equally important EYFS goals
‘Working scientifically’ is embedded throughout the areas of learning in key satge 1 and key stage 2; this focuses on the key aspects of scientific enquiry which enable children to investigate and answer scientific questions.
Medium term plans are transcribed onto our school proforma and adapted to the needs of specific year groups and abilities of children. Short term planning, taken from White Rose Science,’ incorporates key questions which are an important part of the teaching and learning of the children and are highlighted during the process of Scientific enquiry. A comprehensive list of these is available in the Appendix (see Appendix 1)

The time allocated to the teaching of Science is a minimum of 1 hour per week at Key Stage 1 and 2 hours per week at Key Stage 2 although it is possible to use other curriculum areas to record and research data, write reports etc. to allow for more practical activities to be undertaken during timetabled Science time.

Teaching methods

We endeavour to teach Science through carefully structured first-hand experience, linked to the teaching of skills, knowledge, concepts and attitudes. In this way, children may be helped to make sense of their experiences and apply their learning to new situations. As children progress throughout the school, they should be encouraged to take increasing control of their learning and become independent learners. Pupils should also be taught to record their work in a methodical, logical and careful scientific manner.
Catering for pupils with specific needs and equal opportunities

There is no specialist teaching in Science, it is taught by classroom teachers. Where able, Learning Support Assistants will support individuals and group activities, help with the organisation of resources and provide help for children with particular needs. Science is taught in mixed ability classes throughout the school. All children will be provided with lesson adaptations which will allow them to develope their scientific understanding from their starting points. This adaptation may be by outcome, resourcing, support etc.

In our school we work to ensure that all children have the opportunity to gain scientific knowledge and understanding regardless of gender, race, class, physical or intellectual ability. We endeavour, wherever possible, to use different teaching methods to maximise the learning experiences of children with differing learning intelligences, such as visual, oral and kinaesthetic. We will ensure that expectations do not limit children’s achievements and that assessments do not involve any cultural, social, linguistic of gender bias.
Information Technology
The use of information technology (IT) will be built into the delivery of the Science curriculum wherever possible, and noted on the short term planning. The children are given opportunities to research, predict, test and improve their ideas by using relevant IT resources to improve understanding, aid communication and enhance presentation.

Assessment

Our assessment of children’s work in Science will be used to inform the teacher about ways to organise further learning, ensuring that work planned is of an appropriate level of difficulty and shows satisfactory progression. Teachers will make their own informal assessments during each lesson to inform future planning and a record of this may be kept on the weekly assessment sheet. Impact can be monitored through Insights Tracking. 
Resources

Resources are stored centrally in the main corridor shelving units. Staff are encouraged to notify the subject leader of breakages and equipment which requires replacement. They are in clearly labelled boxes and staff are invited to use and return these as necessary. A log out sheet must be completed when resources are taken out and returned. These are monitored by the school’s Science Leader and the Year 6 Science Ambassadors. 
Health and Safety

The school’s Health and Safety policy is based on guidelines provided by the Association for Science Education. Teachers should ensure that all work carried out will comply to all health and safety procedures (see Appendix 6) Safety notes and guidance can also be accessed on the CLEAPSS website http://primary.cleapss.org.uk/Resources/Doing-Things-Safely/Safety-Notes/ 
Monitoring and Review
Science education will be monitored by the Science Lead.  This will be done by collecting in work to assess against the national curriculum guidelines, book and/or planning scrutinies, and by working alongside colleagues. Monitoring and moderation of assessment will be carried out on a half-termly basis. This policy will be reviewed in the event that new developments in the teaching of Science occur.

Appendix 1

Effective Questioning

Why do we ask questions?

·  the act of asking questions helps teachers keep pupils actively involved in their Science work

·  while answering questions, pupils have the opportunity to openly express their ideas and thoughts

·  questioning pupils enables other pupils to hear different explanations of the concepts and processes by their peers

·  asking questions helps teachers to pace their lessons and moderate pupil behaviour

·  questioning pupils helps teachers to evaluate pupil learning and their lessons when necessary

The questioning process helps to:

·  extend thinking skills

·  clarify understanding

·  gain feedback on teaching and learning

·  provide revision strategies

·  create links between ideas

·  enhance curiosity

·  provides challenges

Effective types of questioning

Attention focusing questions –

Have you seen..... do you notice…..

Measuring and counting questions-

How many… for how long…

Comparison questions-

What are the differences between… are there any things that are the same..

Action questions-

What happens if…. How can we test..?

Problem solving questions-

Would you be able to make a … can we find a way…

(Jos Elstgeest 1985 The right question at the right time in W. Harlen Taking the Plunge)
Creating a questioning environment

Using activities to promote questioning –

·  brainstorm with children

·  collect list with the children

·  draw a cartoon and help the children develop questions

·  at the end of the activity ask the children if there are any questions they would like to ask

Use stimuli to promote questions –

·  artefacts

·  visits and visitors

·  broadcasts

·  local environment

·  stories

·  cartoons – concept cartoons
·  ICT – VR, Science Explorer, Revisewise etc.

· Webinairs

Make questions visible to children –

·  question board

·  question charts and posters

·  question mobiles

·  group question book

Collect questions raised by the children –

·  make lists of questions

·  question box

·  question bank

Act as a role model –

·  use a range of different types of questions

·  manage the discussions to enable children the opportunity to ask questions

·  if the children are having difficulty articulating, act as an interpreter and seek their approval of your interpretation

Appendix 2
In KS 2 the children will follow an investigation format prompting child discussion, encouraging them to ask relevant questions and identify the relevant factors (variables and constants) within an investigation.
Copies available in Staff Share – Science Investigation Folder

These investigations should allow for a progression from  teacher led to child led in Showing progression by encouraging the children to hypothesise, discuss, predict and identify each factor, leading them to decide on a key question.

Health and Safety Appendix

SCIENCE

	subject / Activity
	6a    SCIENCE / chemicals


	Hazards
	The hazards associated with the use of chemicals are inhalation, ingestion, skin irritation and entry into the eyes by toxic substances.  Flammable chemicals also pose a fire and explosion hazard.

	Control Measures

	Pupils Handling Chemicals

· Consider the need for eye protection during pouring of more hazardous chemicals, chemicals spitting from a test tube, chemical contaminated fingers rubbed into eyes.

· Consider the risk of chemicals irritating the skin, use spoons for transferring solid chemicals, use droppers for transferring liquids, and consider using protective gloves.

· Consider the possibility of ingestion, inform pupils of the dangers of putting fingers near mouths, ensure hands are washed at the end of the activity.

· Wipe up any spillage’s at once.

· Only tip out small quantities so it is never necessary to return excess chemicals to their containers.

Staff Handling Chemicals

· Always follow manufacturer’s instructions and wear necessary protective clothing/equipment.

Storage of Chemicals

· Keep chemicals in properly labelled containers.

· Never use old food or drinks containers to store chemicals.

· Only keep small quantities sufficient for needs.

· Keep a record of all hazardous chemicals stored.

· Lock hazardous chemicals safely away.

· If more than ½ litre of flammable liquid is kept it must be stored in a fire resistant cupboard.

Iron Filings
· Iron filings are used to demonstrate magnetic fields.  There have been a number of incidents when iron filings have entered pupil’s eyes.  This can be fairly serious because the iron filings oxidise.

· It is recommended that for demonstrations of magnetic fields the iron filings are kept in clear plastic containers.  Proprietary containers specifically for this purpose are available.  Alternatively, other suitable containers can be used.


chemicals that are suitable in Primary Schools curriCulum

These will provide a reasonable range for most primary schools.  They can be used safely by pupils provided the handling procedures outlined below are adhered to.  Other substances can be used but an assessment must be made to ensure they are suitable for use by pupils.

· Alum





· Bath Salts




· Bicarbonate of soda



· Borax





· Carbonated drinks



· Chalk





· Charcoal




· Citric Acid Crystals



· Cream of Tartar



· Detergents




· Epsom Salts

           

· Food Colourings



· Glycerine




· Health Salts




· Lemon Juice




· Milk





· Salt





· Slaked lime




· Soap





· Sour Milk




· Steel Wool

· Sugar

· Tea (contains tannic acid)

· Vaseline

· Vegetable Oil


· Vinegar

· Vitamin C

· Washing Soda

· Water 
· Glass (Sodium Silicate)

CHEMICALS THAT CAN BE USED, BUT WITH ADDITIONAL CAUTION

The following chemicals may be used but are poisonous, flammable, corrosive or irritant and close supervision is essential.
· Chrome Alum (Chromium Potassium Sulphate)

· Cobalt nitrate

· Copper sulphate

· Iodine

· Manganese Sulphate

· Methylated spirit

· Paints 

· Paraffin

· Photography fixers, developer and stop baths

· Potash Alum (Aluminium Potassium Sulphate)

· Sodium Chloride (Salt)

· Spray fixers

· Surgical spirit

· Varnish

· White spirit

· Zinc sulphate

Chemicals that are UNSUITABLE IN Primary School curriCulum

· Caustic Soda 
· Bleech

· De-rusting solutions



· Dishwasher Detergent


· Dry Cleaning Fluids



· Hydrogen Peroxide
           

· Insecticides




· Lavatory & Oven Cleaners


· Paint Stripper



· Pesticides

· Scale Removers

· Washing machine powders (Biological and Automatic)

· Weed Kill

	subject / Activity
	6b    SCIENCE / electricity

	Hazards
	Electric shock, burns and fire.

	Control Measures

	Mains Electricity
· Teach the pupils the dangers and that they must never experiment with mains electricity.

· Teachers will have to decide whether they consider pupils competent to plug in and/or to switch on mains electricity.  Pupils may well be doing this at home but they need to be aware of the dangers and how to do it safely and correctly.

· All mains plugs should be of the type with the insulated sleeve on the live and neutral pins.  Any plugs not of this type should be changed by a competent person.

· Ensure that the socket is switched off before unplugging or plugging in electrical appliances.

· All portable electrical equipment i.e. with a mains electrical plug attached must be tested.  Before use, all equipment should be inspected visually for damage to the casing or the plug, frayed leads, naked wires or exposed inner insulation i.e. blue, brown, green/yellow showing, usually at the plug grip.  The cable should also be firmly attached to the equipment.  Any equipment not passing this test should be removed from general use until the necessary repairs have taken place and it has been retested.

· The use of adapters is not recommended.  There should be sufficient sockets to supply the portable appliances used.  Where, on occasional demand, more outlets are required, a purpose made 3 or 4 way trail type adapter may be used as a temporary measure.
· Always use the correct fuse rating when wiring plugs.

· Keep trailing leads tidy and away from water.  Avoid walkways or use the proper cable cover protectors to prevent people tripping over them.

· Extension leads should be used fully extended to avoid overheating.

· Do not accept donated equipment without checking as to its suitability.  Check the school policy before you bring in any electrical equipment of your own and make sure that this is also tested.

· It is highly recommended that all mains powered soldering irons have silicon rubber cables and are used in a circuit controlled by a RCD (Residual Current Device).  
· Low voltage soldering irons are preferred wherever possible.
Low Voltage Or Batteries
· The normal dry cell type of battery is suitable for most electrical work with pupils.

· Dispose of them when they become old as they may leak.

· Rechargeable batteries can also be used but if they are short circuited they can become very hot.  Use only the recommended charger and the charging should only be carried out by a member of staff.  High capacity, rechargeable batteries are not recommended.

· It is not recommended to mix rechargeable and non-rechargeable cells as this could lead to the wrong type being recharged causing a possible explosion

· Car batteries are not appropriate for use in primary school teaching activities

· Do not allow pupils to cut open batteries as the contents can be corrosive and poisonous.

· Tiny batteries, such as those used in watches, are not suitable for use in primary school teaching activities.

· Low voltage power supplies (up to 12 volts) are a suitable alternative to batteries. Although initially more expensive they do last for many years and can prove cheaper and more convenient.


	subject / Activity
	6c   SCIENCE / GLASSWARE

	Hazards
	The main and obvious hazard is cuts from broken or sharp edged glassware.



	Control Measures

	GENERAL
· Where possible use plastic containers rather than fragile glassware.  However, it is important that pupils are taught to handle glassware safely.

· Do not use ordinary glass containers for heating substances or for transporting hot liquids, as this is liable to shatter.  Use ovenware glass or Pyrex glass, ceramic or metal containers instead.

· When collecting material outside use plastic containers and never use glass bottles or jars.

· Chipped or broken glassware should be disposed of.  The school should have a procedure for dealing with such broken glass (it should not be disposed of in the waste paper bin).

· The teacher will need to decide whether the pupils are sufficiently mature enough to clear up broken glass under supervision.

· When using mirrors, the plastic type is safer.  However, glass types can be used as long as the edges are not sharp and the mirror is backed.




	subject / Activity
	6d   science / HEATING THINGS


	Hazards
	The hazards associated with heating things are burns to pupils and staff from contact with hot surfaces, fire and possibly the production of toxic vapours and fume.



	Control Measures



	General
· All heating activities should take place under close adult supervision.

· Warm or hot water prepared by the teacher is suitable for most purposes and if transporting hot water use a kettle rather than a saucepan.

· Wear eye protection if there is a risk of spitting.

· Use spirit thermometers in preference to mercury filled ones. The 150mm Stirring type are stronger and more stable than the 300mm type.

· Beware of hot containers falling over and spilling the contents.

· When using candles stand them in sand in a metal baking tray or foil container.

· Make sure long hair is tied back and loose clothing is not worn.

· Never leave a naked flame unattended.

· If fumes are given off when heating, ventilate the room by opening the doors and windows.  Never burn materials which give off harmful fumes.

· When heating things it is safer for young pupils to stand in order that they can move away quickly in case of an emergency.

· Do not use electrical items near water unless they are designed for that purpose

· Do not heat glass unless it has been made for that purpose.

· When heating liquids in test tubes pupils need to be taught to always use a test-tube holder to hold the hot test tube, to never fill to more than a fifth of the test-tube, to slope the tube and point the open end away from other pupils, to gently shake the tube to ensure even heating and not use bungs in test tubes when heating.


Acceptable Heat Sources
· Candles/night lights

· Electric cookers and boiling rings

· Hairdryer

· Hot water (from a tap or kettle)

· Naked flame from a correctly fixed Bunsen Burners

UnacceptableHeat Sources

· Hot air paint strippers
· Picnic stoves

· Portable liquid gas burners 

· Spirit burner

	ubject / Activity
	6e  science /  MICRO-ORGANISMS

	Hazards
	The main hazard associated with work with micro-organisms is that of infection through inhalation, ingestion or entry through the eyes or cuts to the skin.

	Control Measure

	. 

General

· Micro-organisms studied in primary schools are limited to mould of one sort or another and yeast.  It is important that only microbes, which are known not to be a hazard to humans, are used.  This include bakers yeast, hay or grass infusion in rain water, mildews and rust on weeds and garden plants, milk, mouldy cheese, bread or fruit yoghurt, pond material and soil.

· All material used for growing microbes should be in enclosed containers.  Pupils should not have direct contact with these microbes and should only observe them through the sealed container.  The spores produced by many microbes e.g. moulds, may cause allergic reactions.

· When growing yeast, the container should not be completely sealed.  Carbon dioxide is produced and therefore the container should only have a cotton wool plug fitted.  This will allow the carbon dioxide to escape but prevent spores from entering or escaping.

· Wipe up spills immediately.  Use a disinfectant and rubber gloves.

· Date all cultures left for long term study.

· Do not leave cultures any longer than necessary and dispose of if they start to smell.

· Never use material from dustbins or contaminated water for investigations.

· Cover all cuts and abrasions before starting work with microbes.  Check that pupils are also protected
· Teach pupils to wash hands thoroughly before and after working with micro-organisms and to never to put anything into their mouths during this work.

· Disposal of cultures should only be undertaken by teachers wearing gloves and with care opening the container so as not to disperse the spores and by adding 1% freshly prepared Milton solution. Then seal the culture in a plastic bag and place in the dustbin.  Glassware can be washed up after the overnight soaking and re-used.

· The culturing of micro-organisms on special growth medium requires special skills and hygienic techniques to prevent contamination and the risk of infection. Therefore this should not be attempted in primary schools unless the person has been trained in these skills and has the necessary knowledge to be able to do so safely.




	subject / Activity
	6f   Science /  light and sound

	Hazards
	The main hazards associated with light and sound are the sun’s rays causing damage to the eye or fire if shone through convex lenses and damage to the hearing caused by exposure to loud noise.

	Control Measures

	GENERAL

· Teach pupils never to look directly at the sun.

· Be aware that the focusing of the sun’s rays with a convex lens can cause a fire. Lenses, especially large ones, should be stored out of direct sunlight.

· Teach pupils that when using binoculars and telescopes to take care not to look directly at the sun, even accidentally.

· Extra special care should be taken when viewing an eclipse of the sun.  The sun’s image should be projected on to a screen and not viewed through sunglasses, smoked glass or plastic.

· Care should be taken when pupils hold things close to their eyes.

· Warn pupils that very loud noises can permanently damage their hearing e.g.  Walkmans, disco music, shotguns, machinery, etc.

· Students with ear or skin infections near their ears should not use headphones.

· Some equipment used with headphones is capable of producing sufficient volume to cause serious damage to ear drums.  Users should be trained always to make a test with the headphones held in the hands an inch or two away from the ear so that the volume may be adjusted if necessary.

· Headphones that fit into the ears (stethoscopic headphones) should not be used during normal teaching and learning activities as the use of headphones as opposed to earphones has been proven to reduce the volume of sound reaching the ear 80db(A) for headphones at maximum settings as opposed to 100db(A) for earphones.  If sound can be heard outside the headphones, the volume is usually too high.


	subject / Activity
	6g   Science /  outdoor work

	Hazards
	The main hazards associated with outdoor work are cuts, infections, slipping on wet grass and rocks and falling into water areas.  These are more hazardous when undertaking fieldwork away from the school site.

	Control Measures

	GENERAL

· Pupils must be effectively supervised whenever they are working out of doors in environmental areas (especially those containing ponds).

· On primary school sites, pond areas must have some means of restricting access, e.g. a fence and gate.

· School environmental areas need to be regularly checked for hazards such as broken glass, poisonous plants, etc.

· Pupils need to be reminded to wash their hands carefully whenever they have handled or examined animals, plants, soil, etc.

· To minimise the risk of infection, a plaster should cover cuts or abrasions.

· When collecting litter for surveys, hands needed to be protected by plastic gloves as there is an increased risk of infections and cuts.

· Pupils need to be taught how to use garden tools safely.

· In order to protect insects or minibeasts, use a pooter or small paint brush when collecting.

FIELDWORK OFF SCHOOL SITES

· Visits should always be organised in accordance with the LEA requirements for visits and include supervision arrangements, transport, parental permission, etc.

· Environmental visits to open waters are particularly dangerous and will need careful planning and risk assessing prior to the visit taking place.

· Visits to certain sites, particular industrial visits, may be subject to minimum age requirements and specific adult rations, e.g. certain quarries.

· Depending on the site being visited, additional safety wear may be necessary, but as a minimum pupils and staff should wear sensible clothing and footwear on all environmental visits.

· Before carrying out work in crop areas, check with the farmer that they have not been recently sprayed with fertilisers or pesticides.

· Care needs to be taken to protect the welfare and safety of animals and plants (see specific guidance on this).




	subject / Activity
	6h   SCIENCE / plants


	Hazards

	The main hazards associated with the use of plants are that many plants are poisonous or irritants, some pupils may be particularly vulnerable for example those with allergies or asthma

	Control Measures

	General
Most plants are safe for children to handle and investigate.  However, some are poisonous or act as irritants: The lists below give examples of suitable plants and those plants that should be avoided.  Pupils should be taught a few basic safety rules when they are handling plants:

· To avoid touching their eyes whilst handling plants.

· Never to taste a plant unless they are absolutely sure that it is safe.

· Ensure pupils are aware that attractive fruits and seeds are often poisonous.

· Pupils should always wash their hands after handling plants.

· Avoid using seeds dressed with pesticides.




Suitable Plants and Seeds in Primary Schools

Please check CLEAPSS WEBSITE FOR UPDATES
· Avocado                          

· Begonia
                    

· Broadbean


· Bromeliads          

· Busy Lizzy
 

· Cacti                                 

· Cissus Antarctica 

· Coleus

        

· Cress

 

· Date                                 

· Dwarf Bean
 

· Edible fruit pips                        

· Exacum Affine


· Fuchsia


· Geranium


· Grevillea Robusta 

· Lemon                           

· Maize
                           

· Mongbean
                  

· Mother of Thousands
        

· Mustard                             

· Oats

                    

· Orange

· Pea

· Peanut

· Philodendron


· Rhoicissus


· Rubber plant


· Runner Bean

· Succulents

· Swiss Cheese 


· Tradescantia

Unsuitable plants for Primary School
· Black Bryony
           

· Black Nightshade

· Caster Oil Seeds

· Cuckoo Pint


· Deadly nightshade

· Giant Hogweed


· Hebane



· Hemlock



· Holly



· Laburnum


· Monkshood

· Potato (green)


· Privet



· Ragwort



· Red Kidney Bean

· Rhubarb leaves

· Spindle Tree

· Tomato (except fruits)

· White byrony

· Woody Nightshade

· Yew
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