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 The School Curriculum is, as you would expect, exceptionally 
important to our school, our children and their development in 
the broadest sense. We aim to ensure that all children maximise 
their potential, achieve the highest academic results possible 
whilst ensuring that they develop to be well rounded, confident 
children who have developed the ability to learn to learn and 
therefore take ownership of their own learning and development.

 Staff at AECPS invest many hours designing, shaping and 
creating an exciting, creative curriculum which enhanced what 
we were already delivering and adapted to meet changes to the 
statutory requirements.

 Input from all stakeholders helped us shape 3 core drivers which 
underpin our curriculum and help us determine our pedagogical 
approach.





Whole document for Teachers Summary document for Parents 

Both of these documents are available on the school website







• Highlight and celebrate achievement and what 
the child knows and has learnt

• To look at what the child can do holistically
• Identify next steps in learning
• Focus teaching on what the child needs to know 

next
• Inform children and parents on what they have 

achieved and what they need do to improve
• Provide a summative report for parents to show 

how well their child is doing in comparison to 
their starting points and national expectations

• Provide information systems to external agencies 
on how well the school is doing



 The Foundation Stage Profile
 Begins in Nursery and continues throughout Reception
 Tracks children’s progress in 3 Prime areas and 4 Specific 

areas
PRIME AREAS
- Personal, Social and Emotional Development
- Physical Development
- Communication and Language
SPECIFIC AREAS
- Literacy
- Mathematics
- Understanding the World
- Expressive Arts and Design

 These 3 Prime areas and 4 Specific areas are broken down 
into 17 more defined strands of learning. Children can 
achieve 17 learning goals in these areas.



▪ Upon entering Reception, children will be assessed
▪ Miss Platt assesses for her own baseline
▪ Statutory Baseline Assessment reported to DfE

▪ During the school year observations informs judgements in the areas 
of learning during both free flow (child inititated) learning time, and 
adult directed learning time 

▪ Adult directed evidence is collected in a topic book.

▪ Children are assessed against the Foundation Stage Profile according 
to the evidence collected in their Learning Journey and through 
observation. 

▪ This evidence helps to place children in one of three categories 
- Emerging development (Not yet reached attainment expressed by 
an ELG)

- Expected development (Working within what is expected)

The children in Reception are assessed and tracked continually 
throughout the year and given a summative judgement in the Summer 
Term





Will mirror the method of working in the Foundation 
Stage

 Focus on what the child can do and next steps

 Evidence based

 Maintain the language used in the Foundation 
Stage so there is consistency of approach

 Each learning objective assessed according to the 
expectations for that year group:

 Emerging

 Expected

 Exceeding



 Decisions as to whether a child has met a 
specific target will be determined from a 
collection of evidence (formal and informal) 
over a period of time/lessons

 Evidence may include: 
◦ Observations by the teacher or teaching assistant

◦ Questioning and discussions with the child

◦ Evidence in books

◦ Tests



Assessment 
Criteria

What to look for:

Emerging: 
{Working Towards 
Guidance}
------------------
Expected:
{Meeting Guidance}
------------------
Exceeding:
{Exceeding Guidance}



 Allows teacher to track progress in greater 
detail

 Clearly identifies children who are ready for 
next steps in learning and those who aren’t 
making the necessary progress

 Clearly links assessment and learning
 Teacher will use information to plan even 

more focused learning activities
 Enhances transition between Key Stages and 

year groups as previous teacher can clearly 
see what has been taught and achieved



Learning 
objectives

Learning 
objectives

Individual 
Performance 

overall

Class 
Performance 
for objective



 The Cognitive Abilities Test (CAT4) is an assessment that is 
designed to help children and their teachers understand how 
they learn and what their academic potential might be. It 
assesses how students think in areas that are known to make a 
difference to learning.

 CAT4 is designed to give schools a much broader, more rounded 
view of each child, their potential and how they learn. Results 
help teachers decide about the pace of learning that is right for a 
student and whether additional support or challenge is needed.

 Tasks involve thinking about shapes and patterns (Non-Verbal 
Reasoning), words (Verbal Reasoning), numbers (Quantitative 
Reasoning) and some questions are answered by mentally 
generating and transforming visual images (Spatial Ability).









 CAT4 provides teachers with information that can 
form the basis for discussions about how best a  
child can learn and reach their potential in 
school.

 Teachers are provided with an individual profile 
of learning preference along with a range of 
indicators of likely future performance. Used with 
other information, these data can support 
teaching and learning for all children.

 CAT Standardised Score are compared to other 
test results to triangulate and add validity to 
performance in tests

 CATs are taken in year 2 and 4 (and sometimes 
in year 6 on behalf of high schools)









 The National Foundation for Educational 
Research (NFER) is a charity that provides 
independent research into education and 
children’s services. Informed by its research, 
NFER launched a new range of tests for 
primary school pupils. ‘The NFER tests are 
paper-based tests that schools can purchase 
and use as end of term or end of year 
assessments,’

https://www.nfer.ac.uk/


 Maths (arithmetic and reasoning)

 Reading comprehension

 Grammar, punctuation and spelling



 NFER tests are aligned to the current 2014 national 
curriculum and test the knowledge and skills that a child is 
expected to have gained during the school year.

 Tests are linked to each year group’s objectives
 On the maths paper, a typical question might be:

Write down the two days when the temperature rounds to 5˚C
Monday 3.5˚C
Tuesday 5.4˚C
Wednesday -2.5˚C
Thursday -4.9˚C
Friday 4.7˚C

 The English papers consist of a variety of types of text, 
both fiction and non-fiction, linked by a topic or theme. 
Children have to answer questions based on their 
understanding of the passages, such as:

https://www.theschoolrun.com/primary-national-curriculum-2014
https://www.theschoolrun.com/non-fiction


 NFER tests produce two types of result.
◦ Raw Score

◦ Age-Standardised Score

 This compares their performance with that of other 
pupils of the same age. This is important in primary 
schools, as pupils who are the youngest in their year 
group tend to perform less well than the eldest.’ 

 The average, nationally standardised score is 100; 
about 68 per cent of all children taking the tests will 
achieve a mark within 15 points of that (so, between 
85 and 115).



 100 is the national average

 A score above 100 means the candidate has 
scored above national average. 

 NFER considers a score of 105-114 a “high 
average”, 115-129 “above average” and 129+ 
“well above average”.
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Assessment Purpose

PM Benchmarking Reading assessment for word 
accuracy and fluency for 
reading book alignment 

Read Write Inc Assessment Phonics assessment to assess 
progress and reassign 
groupings

Single Word Spelling Test Spelling assessment



 Reception baseline tests

 Year 1 Phonic Screening Check

 Year 4 Times Table Check

 End of Key Stage assessments at Year 6

◦ Children will be formally tested in:

 Grammar, punctuation and spelling

 Mathematics 

 Reading

 Writing



School report
◦ Reception children are assessed using Emerging, 

Expected 
◦ Years 1 to 6 will be given a grade for their achievements 

based on the age appropriate expectations of Emerging, 
Expected or Exceeding 

NFER Test results

Statutory Test Results:
◦ Test raw score
◦ Scaled Score (year 6 only)
◦ Grade - Not at the Expected Standard, Met Expected 

Standard or Greater Depth Standard  (for some areas)




