ALDERLEY EDGE COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL

Policy No: 61


Disability Policy
Rational

The school supports the policy of equal opportunities.  Our admissions policy clearly states that no child will be denied admission on the grounds of Special Needs, provided that the child’s needs can be met.  The school undertakes to seek guidance from the appropriate outside agencies with regards to pupils with a disability.
This policy is written with due reference to the disability discrimination act 2010 and the equality act 2010.

Every child, who may benefit from being a pupil at Alderley Edge CP School, should have the opportunity to do so: this is the principle which informs our approach to widening participation in a range of areas, including disability.  With this principle in mind, we plan to improve our disability provision.  We believe that supportive inclusive attitudes are crucial to ensuring that children and adults with a disability flourish at school.
Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to clearly define:

· The arrangements for pupils with disabilities, either visible or not
· The details of the steps we will take to prevent pupils with disabilities being treated less favourably than other pupils

· How we can assist access to the school by pupils with disabilities.

Awareness of children with disability is not new to our school. For several years, we have developed a successful system to raise the profile of individual children with physical or medical disabilities by:

· regular monitoring by the class teacher 

· all adults working as a team in monitoring and supporting children throughout the school day 

· placing information in the staff room and school kitchen to inform staff about individual children with medical conditions, including photos and their treatments 

· oral updating by SENCo and/or Headteacher of any changes or new children / conditions 

· training of staff in the use of Epi-pen equipment (re allergic reactions to nuts, dairy products, etc) 

· There are 12 First Aiders who hold suitable certificates, which are renewed every 3 years.  We work with parents to facilitate the needs of children
Split Level Buildings 
Alderley Edge CP School is a largely Victorian Building and consideration will always need to be given to changing arrangements for classroom allocation to facilitate access for children with severely restricted mobility.
Blind/Partially sighted & Deaf/Hard of Hearing
We work with the LA in making provision for individual children in these areas. The school has some knowledge of working with children who require such adaptations as…
· a radio-mike to provide for the needs of a deaf child.  This type of provision depends on the severity of the impairment and availability of suitable resources

· in class provision in terms of seating near to the teacher/smartboard

· providing equipment to enlarge text for visually impaired children
· use of assistive appropriate technologies 

· accessing the support base for resources

Physical Disability
· We work in conjunction with physiotherapists and occupational therapists for individual children. Adaptations to the timetables and building have been made such as
· Use of assistive appropriate technologies, including overlays and coloured backgrounds for dyslexic learners
· Ramped access to front and rear of the main building

· Dedicated toilet facilities in both teaching areas with hoist equipment (including mobile hoists for trips etc.)
· Adaptations in the form of furniture and facilities for eating – neatereaters, individualised tables
· Training for staff and appropriate safe handling equipment

· Rooms and time made available for external support from physiotherapists and occupational therapists

· Flexibility within the timetable to allow for outside learning e.g. Horse riding, swimming etc.

Guidelines

1. Arrangements

Any pupil requiring a place at this school will be offered a place in accordance with the school’s and LA Admission Policy
When there is evidence of a disability, the school will ask for details from the child’s parents and appropriate agencies and ascertain the level of support required so that the needs of the disability can be suitably met.

Every effort will be made to realistically meet the requirements of the pupil; meetings involving all interested parties will be convened and chaired by the Headteacher.  It may be that in some cases, we are not able to offer the appropriate support; this decision will be taken only after much consultation with the appropriate bodies, parents and the LA.

2. When children with disabilities are admitted to this school, every effort is made to offer help and support and we liaise professionally with all the appropriate outside agencies.  As stated, the school is committed to equality of opportunity, and pupils with a disability will not be denied access to a broad and balanced curriculum.  Whenever appropriate, a differentiated or moderated curriculum will be designed, and set out within an Education and Healthcare Plan (EHCP) subject to the school’s policy for review.  Support from professional outside agencies will be sought and welcomed.

3. The problem of access for some disabilities may be difficult to overcome.  The fabric of the school is Victorian and contains many steps and stairs, not easily negotiable by wheelchair or by a child with restricted mobility.  Access to teaching areas and toilet facilities may pose a difficulty that realistically may not easily be overcome.  Any child with physical disabilities could be disadvantaged with regards to access because of the nature of the layout of the building.  However, modifications have been made to allow the use of a ramp system to the front and rear of the main building and a designated toilet in both teaching areas of the school.
4. The school will work in line with and support the ‘Developing Inclusive Education in Cheshire’ agenda so that children are genuinely included in the social and academic life of the school.  The agenda sets out 4 main aims:

· Learn and develop throughout their lives
· Have jobs and a good standard of living

· Be safe, stay healthy and get help when in need

· Care for their communities and environment
Conclusion

The policy is intended to address the children’s needs and ensure that all children are provided for at our school.

Policy review cycle – every 3 years
Next review - January 2024
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